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Agenda

⏺ Program overview, eligible use of funds

⏺ Accessing your Supplement fund(s)

⏺ Attestation requirement

⏺ Sub-grants

⏺ Financial reporting

⏺ Common Questions, Your Questions
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Tri-Agency Supplement Program: Overview

Federal Government provided funds to CIHR, NSERC and SSHRC for salaries and stipends to 
help mitigate the financial impact of interruptions to grant-funded activity due to COVID-19. 
 
Step 1:  Supplement funding offered 
 

• CIHR, SSHRC and NSERC reached out to Principal Investigators of eligible grants directly to 

offer a Supplement (July and August 2020) 

• PIs accepting the Supplement had to confirm that:   

a) they continued to pay salaries or stipends to students, trainees and/or research 
support personnel between April 1st and June 30th 2020, and 

b) that their research activity was interrupted between April 1st and June 30th 2020 
due to the pandemic. 
 

*the April 1st to June 30th period can be considered the “qualifying period” when 
research was interrupted 
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Tri-Agency Supplement Program: Overview 
Step 2:  Tri-Agencies confirmed Supplement amounts and set Terms of Use (September 2020) 
 
a) The eligible period to use the Supplement funds (which is different than the qualifying 

period) is: 
 

Þ For NSERC and SSHRC:  April 1st, 2020 to March 31st, 2021 (no extensions) 

 

Þ For CIHR:  April 1st, 2020 to March 31st, 2022 (extensions possible up to end-date of 

grant for which the supplement was provided.)   

b) Those paid with Supplement funds cannot simultaneously receive benefits from CERB, CESB, 
Tri-Agency extensions to Scholarships and Fellowships, or any other federal program. 
 

c) Institutions must obtain confirmation those paid with Supplement Funds are not 
simultaneously receiving benefits from programs noted in b).    UofT has created an 
Attestation Form (updated October 22, 2020, available on our website) to be completed 
by payees and retained by the department or faculty Business Officer.  
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Recommendation

❖ Ideally, spend the Supplement fund as soon as can be done
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Accessing your Funds

UofT:  creation of separate Supplement Fund research accounts

• Manage the eligible use, reporting requirements, and NSERC & SSHRC’s shorter 
timeframe to use and return funds

Supplement Funds Status:

CIHR and SSHRC:

• All funds have been established as of early October

NSERC:

• Well underway and on-track to be completed by end of October.
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Attestation by Payees 

Managing the Payee’s requirement

1. Attestation Form completed and filed with Department or Division 
issuing payment

➢ Available on VPRI Website

➢ Designed to be as non-intrusive as possible for Payee, PI, Department, Institution

2. Audit likely on use of funds and record-keeping

3. Principal Investigators, Business Officers, Research Services, IPO 
and Research Accounting Staff cannot advise on each payee’s 
situation

•Payees manage their situation with federal programs, CRA
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Where to find the Form: Website
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Attestation Form
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View in MROL

Image to be inserted
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Ethics, Animal Use, Biohazard certifications

❖About Ethics, Animal use, and other certifications:

•If there is a protocol outstanding on the primary grant, the same 
outstanding status applies to the Supplement fund. 

•An active protocol on the primary grant is automatically linked to the 
Supplement fund. 

•A pre-release on the primary grant does not automatically apply to the 
Supplement fund.

• Option available to you to request a pre-release for the Supplement fund.

•Consult the VPRI Website for information on protocols, and to access 
the Pre-release form
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Sharing Supplements with co-investigators

Two Steps:

▶️ Sub-grant Agreement is required

▶️ The PI or their designate should contact Mayliza Baak to 
get the agreement process started:  m.baak@utoronto.ca
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Financial Reporting to the Agencies

Tri-Agency requirements

▶️ Supplement activity included in Form 300 with primary 
grant (s)

▶️ NSERC and SSHRC Funds unspent as at March 31st, 2021 
will be returned the NSERC and SSHRC. (CIHR funds will be 
returned if unspent after the end date of the primary grant.)
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Common Questions 

Q: What is eligible period of time for using Supplements:

A: For SSHRC and NSERC:  April 1st, 2020 to March 31st, 2021

for CIHR:  April 1st 2020 to March 31, 2022* (or to end of primary grant if necessary)

Q: Are the supplements only for the same people I paid between April and June?

A: You do not have to use the supplements for the same people.

The eligible period is different from (and longer than) the qualifying 
period.  For the Supplements Program, the qualifying period refers to the 
time that research was interrupted. The eligible period is the time within 
which you can use the Supplement funds.

October 2020 - https://research.utoronto.ca/



Common Questions

Q: If a student or grant-paid staff received CESB, CERB (or its successor) or Tri-Agency 
scholarship and fellowship extensions (students) at any time, are they ineligible?

A: No, they are not ineligible. However, they cannot be paid by the Supplement funds 
and be receiving CERB (or its successor), CESB, Tri-Agency scholarship and fellowship 
extensions, or any other federal benefits at the same time.

Q: What proof do I need that my research was interrupted

A: Your declaration that it was interrupted when you accepted the Supplement is 
sufficient.

Interrupted:
Your research activity slowed down, paused, changed, 
or could not proceed due to any COVID-19 related 
reason.
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Common Questions 

Q: Can salaries and stipends I paid out of a different fund be recovered from the 
Supplement Fund?

A: Yes, if you chose to pay salaries or stipends normally covered by your Tri-Agency grant 
to another fund, then the amount you charged to another fund can be moved to the 
Supplement Fund
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Resources to keep up-to-date / in-touch

❑ Tri-Agency Websites

CIHR

NSERC

SSHRC

❑ VPRI Website

❑ RSO Contact:   Mayliza Baak

Email: m.baak@utoronto.ca
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Your Questions

Other questions ?

October 2020 - https://research.utoronto.ca/


