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1. Applicant Researcher
Enter the researcher’s contact information below.
Address
2. Applicant Institution
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2. Applicant Institution
Enter the name of the researcher’s institution in the space below. 
3. Title of Proposal
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3. Title of Proposal
Enter the proposal title in non-technical language.
4. Alignment by Category
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4. Alignment by Category
Check one box that is the most applicable category for the proposed research.  If required, check two boxes that best apply to the research.
►
Research Discipline Code - Enter CFI code
Area of Application Code - Enter CFI code
5. Key Terms
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5. Key Terms
Provide a maximum of 10 key terms that specifically describe the research area.
6. Institution Contact
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6. Institution Contact
Enter the contact information in the spaces below for the designated person at the institution who will communicate with the Ministry about the application.
Address
7. Research Summary
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7. Research Summary
Use the space below (maximum of 150 words) to summarize the proposed research using non-technical language. State the issue(s) that the research will address, how the research will address it and how the research could benefit Ontario. This information will be used by the multidisciplinary review panel in understanding the application. Ensure the description can be understood by individuals with expertise outside of the research field.
8.a. Description of Researcher — Summary Profile
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8.a. Description of Researcher — Summary Profile
Use the space below (maximum of 150 words) to provide a summary profile of the researcher, indicating area(s) of expertise, and main accomplishments.
8.b. Description of Researcher — First Degree(s) Earned
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8.b. Description of Researcher — First Degree(s) Earned
In what year did the researcher complete his/her Doctor of Philosophy, Doctor of Veterinary Medicine, Medical Doctor or Terminal degree.
         •         The researcher must have completed their first Doctor of Philosophy, Doctor of Veterinary Medicine degree, Medical Doctor, or Terminal degree on or after January 1, 2009.
Degree
Institution
Date of Convocation
(yyyy/mm/dd)
Doctor of Philosophy (PhD)
Medical Doctor (MD)
Doctor of Veterinary Medicine (DVM)
Terminal Degree
8.c. Description of Researcher — First Academic Appointment
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8.c. Description of Researcher — First Academic Appointment
What is the start date of the researcher’s first independent academic research position.
         •         The researcher must have started their independent academic research career on or after January 1, 2014.
         •         The Ministry defines an independent academic research appointment as a position where a researcher is capable of independently publishing, supervising, and applying for funding. 
Institution
Start Date 
(yyyy/mm/dd)
Position
8.d. Description of Researcher — Interruptions or Delays
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8.d. Description of Researcher — Interruptions or Delays
If applicable (maximum of 150 words), please use this section to provide an explanation and dates (yyyy/mm) for any interruptions or delays that the researcher may have experienced during:
         •         The 10 years following his/her first Doctor of Philosophy, Doctor of Veterinary Medicine, Medical Doctor or any Terminal Degree;and/or
         •         The 5 years after starting his/her independent academic research career. Or
         •         To clarify any interruptions or delays that may have impacted the researcher’s productivity.
9. Researcher’s Background — Research Supervisors
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9. Researcher’s Background — Research Supervisors
Please use the chart below to provide the name, department and institution of the researcher’s Ph.D. supervisor, and post-doctoral research supervisor.  
Institution
Department
Start Date 
(yyyy/mm/dd)
End Date 
(yyyy/mm/dd)
Name of Ph.D Supervisor
Name of PDF Research Supervisor
Other
10.a. Researcher’s Background in Training — Highly Qualified Personnel (HQP)
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10.a. Researcher’s Background in Training — Highly Qualified Personnel (HQP)
Please use the chart below to indicate the number of students, fellows and other research personnel that the applicant has supervised.
Currently
Currently
Over past 10 years
(excluding the current year)
Over past 10 years(excluding the current year)
Total
Supervised
Co-supervised
Supervised
Co-supervised
Undergraduate
Master’s
Doctoral
Postdoctoral Fellow
Other
10.b. Researcher’s Background in Training — HQP Training Details
0,0,0
normal
runScript
xfa.form.form1.variables.oUtility.goBookMark(xfa.form.form1.page1.body.ElevenB.H.sectionHeader.somExpression)
10.b. Researcher’s Background in Training — HQP Training Details
Use the space below (maximum of 150 words) to outline the training experience provided by the applicant in the development of HQP.
10.c. Researcher’s Background in Training — Co-supervised HQP
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10.c. Researcher’s Background in Training — Co-supervised HQP
Use the space below (maximum of 150 words) to outline the specific roles and responsibilities required by the applicant as a co-supervisor.
10.d. Policy Exemption — HQP Training
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10.d. Policy Exemption — HQP Training
Use the space below (maximum of 150 words) to outline any institutional/departmental policies or circumstance(s) that may have affected the applicant’s training experience.
11. Training Plans For Research Team
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11. Training Plans For Research Team
Use the space below (maximum of 300 words) to describe the training plans for the research team.
         •         List the proposed research team in terms of the number and level of each member. Names are not required. 
         •         Outline the nature and level of knowledge and skills team members are expected to acquire from the proposed research. 
         •         Describe how each member will be involved in the proposed research and the training they will receive. Be as specific as possible.
         •         Explain how the training they receive will be unique and leading edge and will result in the development of highly qualified personnel.
         •         Be sure to indicate how the training plans for the research team described in this section directly link with the research activities described in the proposed research plan (Appendix B).
12. Strategic Value to Ontario
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12. Strategic Value to Ontario
         •         Applicants from all disciplines must demonstrate how the anticipated research results are of strategic value to Ontario. 
         •         Use the space below (maximum of 200 words) to describe the anticipated outcome of the research results and outline the potential impact of the research results and training of team members in terms of strategic value. 
         •         Strategic value includes but is not limited to the potential for:
         •         Economic benefits
         •         Knowledge transfer
         •                  Ability to enhance the province’s profile in the global academic community
         •                  Social and/or cultural benefits
         •                  Citizen and/or patient engagement
13. Youth Outreach Plan
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13. Youth Outreach Plan
Applicants are required to undertake annual youth outreach activities that primarily target high-school, middle school and elementary school students. Up to 1% (equivalent to $1000) of the funding provided by the government may be used for eligible expenses from developing and delivering youth outreach activities, including consumable supplies (e.g. materials for crafts, lab supplies). Funding provided by the institution and/or partner organization may not be used for youth outreach.
Use the space below (maximum of 200 words) to outline the plan for annual youth outreach activities. Identify the researchers who would be involved, describe the activities envisaged, how many times a year the activities would occur and estimate the number of youth who would be engaged. Indicate if you intend to use 1% of the Ministry funds to support these activities.  
14. Milestones and Deliverables
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14. Milestones and Deliverables
List major milestones and deliverables related to the recruitment of team members, training of team members, research, and youth outreach. These will be used to monitor progress. Activities associated with Youth Outreach are to be undertaken in every year of the award.  Please select a maximum of 10 key milestones per category.
Recruitment Milestone (Activity)
Target Completion year– Fiscal Year (e.g. April 1, 2020 - March 31, 2021)
Training Milestone (Activity)
Target Completion year– Fiscal Year (e.g. April 1, 2020 - March 31, 2021)
Research Milestone (Activity)
Target Completion year– Fiscal Year (e.g. April 1, 2020 - March 31, 2021)
Youth Outreach Milestone (Activity)
Target Completion year– Fiscal Year (e.g. April 1, 2020 - March 31, 2021)
15. Funding Received by Researcher
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15. Funding Received by Researcher
List all research funding received by the researcher in the table below. Indicate role of researcher, as Principal Investigator, Co-Principal Investigator, or other. Indicate source of funding, total amounts and the term (start and end year) of the funding.  For roles where the researcher is Co-PI, indicate the dollar amount (“Share”) granted to the applicant. Indicate the project title and the type of funding: grant (G), personal award (A) or contract (C). Specify which of the existing grants (e.g., infrastructure, operating, salary) support the proposed research as outlined in Section B of this application.
Role
Source
Amount
Share
Term
Type of funding 
Title
Will this funding supplement the research proposed in this application? If yes, describe how.
16. Government Awards Received by Researcher
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16. Government Awards Received by Researcher
Please check the appropriate box to indicate if you are or have been the recipient of any of the following awards in your career.
Have you ever received an ERA before?
Have you ever been a Tier 1 Canada Research Chair?
17. Reference Letters
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17. Reference Letters
Provide a short biography of the referees using the space below (maximum of 100 words for each entry).
Notes regarding Letters of Reference
         •         The letters should address the ERA Evaluation Criteria - Excellence of the Researcher, Quality of the Research, Development of Research Talent, and Strategic Value for Ontario.
         •         It is recommended that referees have access to the applicant’s research proposal and full CV. 
         •         One of the reference letters must be from a former supervisor, mentor, collaborator or corporate sponsor familiar with the researcher. 
         •         Two of the reference letters must be from arm’s length sources (i.e., arm’s length referees must not have a conflict of interest by having a personal link with the researcher, or by being a current or former colleague, a research collaborator or a corporate sponsor of the researcher).
         •         It is recommended that the arm’s length letters be from researchers of international stature familiar with the researcher’s work.
Appendix A — Total Expenditure Budget
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Appendix A — Total Expenditure Budget
Complete the Budget Table
Amounts should be in Canadian dollars, with no cents. For each proposed team member, identify the level, and proposed expenditure each year. If costs are associated with youth outreach, provide the costs for each year. Indicate the requested reimbursement for indirect costs each year. All expenditures must be eligible costs. Refer to the ERA Guidelines for further information on eligible costs. Indirect costs must be 40% of the ERA amount. 
Any additional information outside of the chart will not be forwarded for review.
         •         Total Expenditures should equal $150,000
         •         Total Youth Outreach Activities should be no higher than $1000
         •         Total ERA amount should equal $100,000
         •         Total Matching amount should equal $50,000
         •         Total Indirect Costs should equal $40,000
         •         Applicants can use up to 5% ($7,500) of the award amount for discretionary expenses to carry out the project, provided it fulfills the objective of the program of building research talent. The discretionary amount cannot be utilized to supplement the salary of the principal investigator.
         •         All costs must be managed with a view to economy, practicality and appropriateness.
Team Member
Expenditure
2020/2021
2021/2022
2022/2023
2023/2024
2024/2025
Total
Youth Outreach Activities
Total
ERA Amount
Matching Amount
Requested Reimbursement for Indirect Costs
Budget Justification - Maximum of 100 words
Appendix B — Proposed Research (Attach A Maximum Of 5 Pages Excluding References).
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Appendix B — Proposed Research (Attach A Maximum Of 5 Pages Excluding References). 
Refer to the application guidelines below for formatting instructions. To ensure readability and fairness of all applications, failure to comply will result in an ineligible application.
         •         Text must be single-spaced, with no more than six lines per inch
         •         Arial 12 point font must be used
         •         Margins for Appendix B – proposed research must be standard (1” x 1”)
Provide a detailed but concise description of the proposed research.
         •         Describe the purpose of the proposed research, outlining your research direction and objectives within the context of the current state of knowledge in the field. 
         •         Describe your proposed research activities, outlining your plans and methodological approaches.  
         •         Note: Be prepared to link the research activities described in the proposed research (Appendix B) with the training plans described for the research team (section 11).
Appendix C — Research Productivity And Recognition
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Appendix C — Research Productivity And Recognition
Attach a Customized CV
         •         Refer to the Program Guidelines for CV formatting requirements. 
         •         List all research contributions, using separate headings to identify peer-reviewed journals, books, conference proceedings, invited lectures and presentations, technical reports, theses, and other publications.  
         •         List research contributions, beginning with the most recent, and starting each entry on a new line.
         •         For published contributions, list the full authorship as it appears in the original publication, year, title, name and volume of the publication, and the first and last page numbers. For publications in press, indicate the date of acceptance. For publications submitted, indicate the journal to which they were submitted. Separate submitted from accepted publications. Do not include papers in preparation. 
         •         Use asterisks to indicate students who are co-authors on the contributions listed.
         •         List any patents indicating which patents are applied for and which are granted. 
         •         List any other examples of research productivity. 
         •         List other evidence of recognition, such as a prize, or leadership of a committee etc.
         •         List past trainees and indicate current employment/academic status. 
Appendix D — Reference Letters
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Appendix D — Reference Letters 
The application package must include three original signed letters of reference. Refer to Section 17 of application for further details on reference letters.
         •         The letters should address all the ERA Evaluation Criteria: Excellence of the Researcher, Quality of the Research, Development of Research Talent, and Strategic Value for Ontario
         •         Submit only three (3) reference letters. Any letters from referees not identified on the application form will not be considered by the review panel.
All original signed letters must be received by the application deadline.
Refer to the ERA Guidelines for further instructions on how to submit completed applications. 
Complete application packages must be received by the Ministry or post-marked on or before 4:00pm Thursday, October 10, 2019.
Applications should be sent to:
Early Researcher Awards ProgramMinistry of Economic Development, Job Creation and TradeResearch, Science and Strategy2 Queen Street East, 3rd FloorToronto ON  M7A 1N3
If you have any questions please contact: Tehani Mott, tehani.mott@ontario.ca.
Please note that the Ministry of Economic Development, Job Creation and Trade is subject to the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information contained in the application is collected under the authority of the Ministry of Economic Development and Trade Act. This information may be shared with members of the Ontario Research Fund Advisory Board, the Panel of Chairs, the Review Panel, and others for the purpose of administering the Early Researcher Awards program. Questions about this information collection should be directed to the Manager, Research Talent and International Collaborations, 2 Queen Street East, 3rd Floor, Toronto ON  M7A 1N3 or call 416-212-5589.
Signature
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Signature
The undersigned:
         •         Confirms reading the Early Researcher Awards Guidelines, the contents of this application, and certifies that the information contained in the application is accurate, and fully complies with the Early Researcher Awards program eligibility criteria. 
         •         Guarantees that the applicant has the matching contribution of $50,000 in place prior to the application deadline.
         •         Acknowledges and agrees that, if the Economic Development, Job Creation and Trade approves this application, the ERA will be administered in accordance with the information in this application, the Early Researcher Awards Guidelines and the terms and conditions of the grant agreement.
         •         Acknowledges that the information and documentation provided in this application to the Ministry of Economic Development, Job Creation and Trade may be shared with members of the Ontario Research Fund Advisory Board, The Panel of Chairs, the Review Panel, and others for the purposes of administering the Early Researcher Awards program. 
         •         Agrees that if this application is approved, information about the Early Researcher Award can be posted on the Ministry web site and used in Ministry publications about the program. The information made public may include the name of the institution and the researcher, a brief description of the research, and the amount of the Early Researcher Award.
Authorized Signing Officer
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