
Letter to accompany application to be submitted from the lead institution, maximum one page
MM DD, 2023
Ontario Research Fund – Research Excellence Program
Data, Research and Innovation Division

Ministry of Colleges and Universities
315 Front Street West, 16th Floor
Toronto, Ontario, M7A 0B8
Dear Ontario Research Fund Advisory Board:
Re:  ORF-RE PI [….] ,   “[Title…..]”

I am pleased to forward the ORF-RE 12 application for the “Title” project, led by Professor X. The University of Toronto strongly supports this initiative, and if funded will contribute $[X,XXX,XXX] over the life of the project, beginning in XXX, 2023

This project represents a unique opportunity to advance the University’s strategic research goals in the area of [provide area of strategic research area]. Moreover, I am confident that Professor X’s program will advance the aims of the ORF-RE program. [outline your reasoning; concentrate on research expertise; consider touching on the ORF selection criteria with a couple of sentences each:]
· Research Excellence: credentials of the team; scientific merit; discuss role of collaboration
· Commercialization Potential (Stream 2 Applications Only): proposed innovation, market analysis, experience and expertise as it relates to commercialization
· Strategic Value to Ontario: value to Ontario (commercialization, economic, societal); alignment with focus areas 

· Plan for Achieving Impact: how the research will benefit Ontario, result in IP
· Development of Research Talent: recruitment and support of highly qualified individuals 

· Project Management and Governance: strong business plan, project budget, sustainability, clear milestones and deliverables

Yours sincerely,
Professor Leah E. Cowen
Vice-President, Research and Innovation, and Strategic Initiatives
�Contributions secured, but not spent, after September 27, 2022 can be counted for the Round 12. 


Expenditures are only eligible after the project starts. The earliest project start date is June 15, 2023.





