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Form Instructions
•         All named researchers in an application including the principal investigator (PI) shall complete and sign the below Application Attestation Form as a requirement to apply for a research funding program (“Program”) under the Ontario Ministry of Colleges and Universities (the “Ministry”) which include: 
◦         Ontario Research Fund-Research Excellence (ORF-RE)
◦         Ontario Research Fund-Large Infrastructure Fund (ORF-LIF)
◦         Ontario Research Fund-Small Infrastructure Fund (ORF-SIF)
◦         Ontario Research Fund-College Fund (ORF-CF)
◦         Ontario Research Fund-Genomics (ORF-Genomics)
◦         Ontario Research Fund - Biosciences Research Infrastructure Fund (ORF-BRIF)
◦         Early Researcher Awards (ERA)
•         The applicant (the lead institution in the application) is responsible for collecting all completed and signed Application Attestation Forms from all named researchers in the application including the PI and putting the signed forms into a zipped file.
•         The applicant must then submit the zipped file as part of its application package to the Ministry.
•         Failure to submit completed and signed attestations for all named researchers will result in an incomplete application which cannot proceed with the Ministry’s application review process.
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Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act
The Ministry is subject to the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act, R.S.O. 1990 c. F.31, as amended (“FIPPA”). Any information provided to the Ministry in the Application Attestation Form may be subject to disclosure in accordance with the requirements of that Act or other laws.
When submitting the zipped file of all completed and signed Application Attestation Forms for named researchers as part of the application, applicants including any named researchers as applicable, may wish to consider clearly labelling or otherwise identifying any information being provided to the Ministry in the zipped file of Application Attestation Forms that in their view may be considered confidential, commercially sensitive or proprietary information with reference to section 17 of FIPPA.
If personal information is included in the Application Attestation Forms, the applicant shall ensure that the individual to whom the information relates has been notified and provided with a copy of the Ministry’s notice of collection, set out in the application guidelines of the Ministry Program under which this Application Attestation Form is being submitted.
If you have any questions about the collection and use of personal information, please reach out to the Ministry contact listed in the notice of collection.
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Application Attestation Form
To be completed by each named researcher in an application:
I, 
, 
, 
for the proposed project entitled
:
1.  Acknowledge that I have read, understand and agree to comply with the Ministry of Colleges and Universities' Research Security Guidelines for Ontario Research Funding Programs (RS Guidelines) including the following which has been reproduced for the purposes of this attestation as follows:  
If any of the Named Researchers are, or will be, in Collaboration with, or in receipt of funding and/or In-Kind Support, from any entity listed in the federal government’s Named Research Organizations (dated January 2024 as may be updated from time to time), whether related to the proposed project or any other project, during the Relevant Period, they are required to provide clarifying details regarding their association in Option B of the Application Attestation Form and they will agree to go through a risk mitigation process. 
Definitions:
•         Collaboration: Scientific collaboration including but not limited to collaborations involving co-authorship, co-publication, co-hosting of international conferences, joint research, or joint funding recipients. This may also include more formal relationships such as a memorandum of understanding, partnership, joint venture, joint funding, joint degree/exchange program, graduate student supervision, visiting scholar, or participation in a foreign funded talent program.
•         In-Kind Support: Non-cash contributions in the form of a good or a service donation received by any of researchers in an application, including the PI and co-investigator(s). Examples may include, but are not limited to lab equipment, consultation, travelling tickets, and hotel accommodations. 
•         Named Researchers: Researchers who participate in a research project and whose names and roles are stated in the Ministry research funding program application. They include a principal investigator (PI) and co-investigators in the project. They do not include project members that may participate in the project, but are not named in the application (e.g., technicians, post-docs, etc.).
•         Relevant Period: for the purposes of research security evaluation including the Application Attestation Form, the relevant period encompasses two (2) years prior to the date the Named Researcher signs the Application Attestation Form through to the anticipated completion date of the proposed project.
2.  Acknowledge that I have reviewed the federal government’s Policy on Sensitive Technology Research and Affiliations of Concern (Date modified January 2024, as may be updated from time to time).
Please choose either option A or B:
Option A:
3.  Acknowledge and agree that I am not, and will not be, in Collaboration with, or in receipt of funding or In-Kind Support from, any problematic entity, including those on the federal government’s list of Named Research Organizations (dated January 2024, as may be updated form time to time) whether related to the proposed project or any other project, during the Relevant Period (for defined terms, see item 1 above).
Option B:
4.  Acknowledge and agree that I am, or will be, in Collaboration with, or in receipt of funding or In-Kind Support from, at least one problematic entity, including those on the federal government’s list of Named Research Organizations (dated January 2024, as may be updated form time to time), whether related to the proposed project or any other project, during the Relevant Period and will participate in the risk mitigation process (for defined terms, see item 1 above). 
5.  Should the Ministry decide to fund the proposed project, subject to a transfer payment agreement having been entered into between the province of Ontario and the applicant.
(a)         Acknowledge and agree to comply with, and/or assist the applicant to comply with, the terms and conditions of such agreement including:
(i)         research security obligations, and any risk mitigation plans and attestation requirements, as well as processes to undertake if changes are required or if any information becomes untrue or inaccurate; and
(ii)         any requests for information or other assistance requested by the Province regarding research security and any risk mitigation plans, whether related to records review, spot audits, reports or otherwise; and 
(b)         Acknowledge that any failure to comply with the terms and conditions related to research security and/or any risk mitigation plans shall constitute an event of default under the agreement.
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